
Horticultural	  
Journalism	  as	  a	  
Chronicle	  of	  Change	  	  
A	  Review	  of	  Gardeners’	  Chronicle,	  1841-‐Present	  	  



Aim	  
•  My	  goal	  was	  to	  determine	  how	  hor2cultural	  print	  
journalism	  has	  changed	  over	  2me	  and	  how	  that	  
reflects	  changes	  in	  gardening.	  

•  I	  did	  this	  by	  examining	  one	  hor2cultural	  journal,	  
Gardeners’	  Chronicle,	  over	  its	  175-‐year	  print	  run.	  	  	  



Why	  do	  this	  project?	  
•  Relevant	  to	  plantsmanship	  because	  The	  Gardeners’	  
Chronicle	  was	  wriCen	  by	  and	  targeted	  to	  	  
professional	  hor2culturists.	  	  

•  Personal	  interest/career	  development	  

•  No	  prior	  studies	  examining	  
hor2cultural	  journalism	  from	  
this	  angle.	  	  



Objectives	  
•  Research	  The	  Gardeners’	  Chronicle	  to	  determine	  if	  and	  how	  
hor2cultural	  journalism	  has	  evolved	  from	  1841	  to	  present.	  	  

	  
•  Develop	  a	  protocol	  to	  categorize	  journal	  ar2cles	  by	  topic.	  
	  	  
•  Use	  the	  protocol	  to	  analyze	  the	  contents	  of	  The	  Gardeners’	  
Chronicle	  through	  2me	  to	  determine	  how	  ar2cle	  topics	  
changed.	  

•  Survey	  current	  hor2cultural	  journalists	  understand	  the	  
current	  state	  of	  the	  field.	  

•  Research	  the	  history	  of	  hor2cultural	  journalism	  in	  Britain.	  
	  



Beginning	  of	  horticultural	  	  journalism	  in	  Britain	  
•  1787:	  Botanical	  
Magazine;	  or	  Flower	  
Garden	  Displayed	  	  (later	  
Cur=s’s	  Botanical	  
Magazine,	  s2ll	  published	  
today	  by	  Kew)	  	  
•  William	  Cur2s	  

•  1807:	  The	  Transac=ons	  
of	  the	  Hor=cultural	  
Society	  of	  London	  (RHS)	  

•  1826:	  Gardener’s	  
Magazine	  
•  John	  Claudius	  Loudon	  



Explosion	  of	  horticultural	  journalism	  in	  
Victorian	  era	  (1837-‐1901)	  
•  Changing	  intellectual	  and	  
philosophical	  worldview,	  
increased	  interest	  in	  science	  

•  Improvements	  in	  prin2ng	  
technology	  and	  repeal	  of	  taxes	  on	  
printed	  material	  lowered	  prices.	  

•  Developments	  of	  railroads	  
allowed	  faster	  and	  less	  expensive	  
distribu2on.	  	  

•  Influx	  of	  exo2c	  new	  plants	  
required	  new	  equipment	  and	  
cul2va2on	  informa2on.	  	  

	  



•  Created	  as	  a	  
“gentlemanly”	  
an2dote	  to	  
Gardener’s	  GazeBe.	  

	  	  
•  Joseph	  Paxton	  was	  
general	  editor,	  with	  
John	  Lindley	  edi2ng	  
“the	  hor2cultural	  
part.”	  	  

Launch	  of	  Gardeners’	  Chronicle	  

Joseph	  Paxton,	  le:,	  and	  John	  Lindley	  c.	  1850.	  



The	  Jirst	  issue	  	  
•  First	  issue	  Jan.	  2,	  1841	  
	  
•  Originally	  a	  weekly	  
newspaper	  with	  few	  
illustra2ons/no	  color	  
•  Inexpensive	  	  

	  
•  Audience	  included	  	  
working	  gardeners	  

	  
•  Contributors	  were	  
botanists,	  professors,	  
lawyers,	  plant	  collectors,	  
scien2sts…and	  also	  
working	  gardeners!	  	  





Methodology	  
•  Chose	  one	  issue	  of	  Gardeners’	  Chronicle/Hor2culture	  Week	  every	  three	  
years	  from	  1841-‐2015.	  

•  I	  read	  each	  issue	  and	  categorized	  each	  ar2cle	  into	  one	  main	  theme	  or	  topic.	  
•  How	  did	  these	  themes	  change	  during	  print	  run?	  	  

	  



Interviews	  
•  Kate	  Lowe:	  Editor	  of	  
Hor=culture	  Week	  

	  
•  Chris	  Young:	  Editor	  of	  RHS	  The	  
Garden	  

	  
•  Adam	  Pasco:	  Founding	  Editor	  of	  
BBC	  Gardener’s	  World	  Magazine	  
and	  consultant	  hor2cultural	  
journalist	  



Challenges	  
•  Too	  much	  informa2on	  
•  Examined	  only	  the	  main	  ar2cles	  and	  editorials	  in	  each	  issue	  
	  

•  Some2mes	  hard	  to	  assign	  one	  topic	  per	  ar2cle	  
•  Made	  myself	  pick	  one	  that	  seemed	  most	  apt	  
	  

•  60	  issues	  out	  of	  about	  10,000	  is	  a	  very	  small	  sample,	  had	  to	  
make	  sweeping	  generaliza2ons,	  may	  have	  missed	  key	  dates	  



What	  didn’t	  change:	  
•  An	  inten2on	  to	  convey	  
pracJcal	  science-‐based	  
culJvaJon	  advice	  and	  share	  
technological	  innovaJon	  
•  Glasshouse	  design	  and	  
hea2ng	  

•  Tree	  transplan2ng	  
•  Tropical	  plant	  cul2va2on	  
•  Soil	  science	  
•  Chemistry:	  	  Pes2cides	  and	  
herbicides	  

•  Cul2va2on	  experiments	  
•  New	  developments	  in	  tools	  
and	  equipment	  



Other	  themes	  that	  didn’t	  change:	  
•  Desire	  to	  report	  news	  

•  Duty	  to	  arbitrate/review	  
	  



•  Advocacy	  for	  hor2culture	  and	  gardeners	  

Other	  themes	  that	  didn’t	  change:	  

Crystal	  Palace,	  Hyde	  Park	  (1851)	  

Olympic	  Park,	  London	  
(2012)	  



What	  did	  change	  
•  Amount	  of	  prac2cal	  
cul2va2on	  advice	  
decreased	  	  
•  Loss	  of	  “Week’s	  Work	  
sec2on”	  

	  
•  Profiles	  of	  plants	  
decreased	  

	  
•  Ar2cles	  about	  machinery/
equipment	  increased	  

	  
•  Retailing	  of	  plants/
business	  ar2cles	  increased	  



What	  did	  change	  
•  Change	  in	  writers	  from	  
hor2culturists	  to	  
journalists	  
•  Change	  in	  editors	  to	  
include	  females	  

	  
•  Loss	  of	  dialogue	  between	  
gardeners	  



Why?	  
•  Evolu2on	  of	  gardening	  
•  Victorian	  heyday	  of	  plant	  
collec2ng	  is	  over	  

•  No	  more	  huge	  estates	  
employing	  hundreds	  of	  
gardeners	  

•  Now	  hor2culture	  industry	  
faces	  2me/budget	  
constraints	  and	  must	  
maximize	  produc2vity	  	  

•  Gardeners’	  Chronicle	  became	  
a	  trade	  business	  magazine.	  

•  Selling	  plants	  has	  taken	  
precedence	  over	  culJvaJng	  
plants.	  	  



Suggestions	  for	  more	  research	  
•  Examine	  more	  ar2cles,	  more	  in-‐depth	  
•  Analyze	  changes	  in	  plants	  
•  Illustra2ons/Adver2sements	  
•  Compare	  current	  hor2cultural	  
publica2ons	  

•  Survey	  prac2cing	  hor2culturists	  
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